
 





 
Interfaith group sets politics aside for peace 
Sat 17 Jan 2009 
By James D. Davis 
Religion Editor 

Rabbi Marc Labowitz helps Sharifa Khan light a Sabbath candle at the "Night of Peace and Prayer" at Temple Adath Or. 

Multiple Page View 
Sharifa Khan never imagined she'd be lighting Sabbath candles Friday night. But she did, after Rabbi Marc 
Labowitz picked her out of a crowd at an interfaith service. 
 
"I felt honored," Khan, who attends a mosque in Coral Springs, said of her part in the Night of Peace and Prayer 
at Temple Adath Or. "It felt nice to be welcomed like that." 
 
The service, held at the ArtServe auditorium in Fort Lauderdale, was part Sabbath, part interfaith gathering with 
JAM & All, a Jewish-Muslim group formed after Sept. 11, 2001. And it was all about counteracting the anger 
spawned by the current fighting in the Middle East. 
 
"We're setting ourselves aside from political rhetoric, just to be together in prayer and healing," said the rabbi 
before the service, which drew about 100 people. "When we pray together, we can begin to talk together." 
 
He and his co-leaders for the service — Leilani Smith of the Bahais of Davie, and Kamruz Hosein of Masjid al-
Hijrah in Miramar — joined in reading from their respective scriptures, urging believers to work for peace and 
unity. 
 
Perhaps 15 to 20 Muslims joined in the service, their hijab and kufi headgear mixing with the yarmulkes of their 
Jewish hosts. At one point, they linked hands in a circle dance singing "Lai, lai, lai-lai-lai," in a niggun, a 
wordless devotional song. Guitar, flute and djembe drum accompanied. 
 
"Here are two or more cultures, and belief systems, but we are married spiritually," Labowitz said. "And nothing 
is ever broken that a marriage can't repair." 
 
Hosein, the current JAM & All president, even made a joke about the current violence in Gaza between Jews 
and Muslims. 
 
"Could you imagine walking into a room with only Jews or only Muslims, and no one to fight?" he said, drawing 
nervous laughs. "The only time we appreciate peace is when we have a little fight."
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He agreed with others in saying the Israeli-Palestinian conflict had to do with territory, not religion. 
 
"I'm sad to the core that the fighting is over land, over dirt," said Lowell Gannon, a temple member. 
 
Labowitz agreed that the group was small compared with the opposing forces — both in the Middle East and 
among fellow Jews and Muslims in South Florida. But he said it was a valuable start. 
 
"We believe in tikkun olam," he said, using a Hebrew phrase for repairing the world. "Events like this are 
tantamount to healing the world." 
 
James D. Davis can be reached at jdavis@SunSentinel.com or 954-356-4730.  
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July 22, 2002  

Across Religious Lines 
by Nicole T. Lesson. 

 
Pembroke Pines + Praying in synagogue is a common practice for Trudi DeGrazia of Sunrise and Margo 
Mintzer of Aventura. 

But on Sunday, the two Temple Adath Or members participated in Muslim prayer for the first time during 
Festival For Peace at the Darul Uloom Islamic Institute in Pembroke Pines. 

More than 200 adults and children took part in the free event, which brought Muslims and Jews together 
to share and enjoy their differences. 

"I wanted to show the Muslims that I wanted to learn about what they do and be part of that," said 
Mintzer, 65. "Whenever I step into a holy place, a peace comes over me -- whether it's being in my 
temple, church or mosque, I feel at one with God." 

DeGrazia said she enjoyed watching the expressions on the children's faces as they prayed. 

"It gave me a sense of what they felt," said DeGrazia, who's in her 70s. "I bowed my head but didn't bring 
myself to bow down to the floor because I wanted to understand why before I did that." 

The event was organized by Jews & Muslims & All, or JAM, a post-Sept. 11 brainchild of Moshe David 
Kamrat of Temple Adath Or in Fort Lauderdale. 

"Today gave us a chance to bring an understanding of the human race and who we are," said Kamrat, 
JAM's co-founder. "Our only goal was bring people together, increase love and the spirit behind it. I think 
we did that." 

Those at the event heard speakers, sang, provided input for a JAM Mideast peace proposal and signed up 
for a "peace tour" of Israel scheduled for the December holidays. Halaal, kosher and vegetarian foods 
from around the world were available at no charge for event-goers. 

Other activities included a dunk tank, bounce house, face painting, children's arts and crafts, and an 
opportunity to create their own "posters for peace." 

"Our mission was accomplished, and people came on their own," said Maulana Shafayat Mohamed, co-
founder of JAM. "People said we couldn't get Jews and Muslims together, and we have been able to prove 
that we could." 
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There is not one kind of tree, 
or one kind of bird, 
or flower, or religion. 
Life loves diversity, 
and so, too, 
do the members of JAM. 

History of JAM & All 
In response to the events of September 11th, M. David 
Kamrat of TAO--The South Florida Center for Jewish 
Renewal (formerly Temple Adath Or) in Fort 
Lauderdale and Maulana Shafayat Mohammed of the 
Darul Uloom Institute and Islamic Training Center in 
Pembroke Pines created a Jewish-Muslim interfaith 
group in order to maintain positive relations between 
the two religions in Southern Florida. This group 
became known as JAM & All: Jews, Muslims, 
Christians and All Peoples. The mission of the 
organization states that "JAM & All is a non-profit 
organization of Jews, Muslims, Christians and all 
peoples dedicated to fostering understanding, social 
harmony, and peace through dialogue, multicultural 
interaction and educational projects." JAM & All 
began small, with social events, panel discussions and 
interfaith peace services. When a peace festival in July 
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of 2002 received attention from the media, members 
of JAM & All found themselves written about in 
several local newspapers, as well as featured on a 
segment of the evening news. Since then, the 
organization has planned picnics, festivals, 
conferences, dialogues, classes, and founded a 
popular women's group. Events are held in mosques, 
synagogues and churches, in addition to other local 
venues.  

In its most recent brochure, JAM & All illustrates its 
vision: "We recognize that although there are 
differences and distinctions among the peoples of this 
planet, fundamentally, we are all equal. These 
distinctions must be respected, celebrated and shared 
as we look for the commonalities in our respective 
traditions." JAM & All is a non-political organization, 
based on the "conviction that increased 
understanding, education and interaction lead to 
decreased hatred, ignorance and intolerance."(1) All 
religions represented in JAM & All are firmly rooted 
in the belief that violence is never the answer, and as 
they become aware of others' similarities and 
differences, they do so through love and compassion.  

Kamrat moved to Eugene, Oregon in 2004 and is 
working to make JAM & All a nationwide organization 
with chapters around the United States that will focus 
on leisure activities to promote interfaith work, 
instead of only dialogues and discussions. "When 
people are with each other, they recognize the 
humanity in each other," says Kamrat. "Then when 
they do talk, they listen differently."(2) Just as a "jam 
session" combines diverse voices and instruments to 
create musical harmony, the members of JAM & All 
join together to work towards peace.(3)  

JAM Women’s Group 
The history 
After 9/11, TAO--The South Florida Center for Jewish 
Renewal Women's Spirituality Group invited some 
Muslim women from Darul Uloom to one of its 
meetings. Subsequently, a women's offshoot group of 
JAM & All was formed in the spring of 2002. 
Emphasizing the belief that women have "a special 
understanding of the importance of peace," the JAM 
Women's Group was designed "to delve deeply into 
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each others' cultures and beliefs for a greater 
understanding, to create strong friendships and to 
treat all the world's children with compassion."(4) It 
now maintains a core group of 30 women from ages 
18 to 80, of varying professions, ethnicities, and 
religious backgrounds, with approximately 50 more 
women who occasionally attend meetings. Unlike 
JAM & All, which has a board of directors and 
officers, JAM Women's Group has found no need for a 
formal staff structure; monthly meetings are 
facilitated and hosted on a rotating, volunteer basis. 
In addition to the meetings, members of the group 
have spoken to other women's organizations, as well 
as planned various JAM & All conferences, picnics, 
service projects, and town hall meetings.  

The meetings 
The Women's Group meets on the third Wednesday of 
each month for three hours, most often at private 
homes. To start the meetings, each woman introduces 
herself and is given the opportunity to volunteer to 
tell an important piece of her life story. At first, the 
women shared information about their religious 
traditions and customs. As trust within the group 
grew stronger, women began to share personal 
experiences. Kathy Leonard, one of the founder's of 
the JAM Women’s Group, explains how, "After trust 
was built, we spent about 6 months going deeper with 
exercises encouraging us to share our 'programmed' 
feelings and stereotypical ideas and respond to 
them."(5) The women have even explored 
controversial topics such as differing views on 
abortion and forgiveness. One member, Irma 
Sulaiman feels that the group is "a rich, powerful 
experience. We are all there to learn. The women 
there are serious and passionate."(6) The women have 
even created a set of guidelines for the meetings, titled 
'Principles of Women’s JAM,' to ensure trust and 
compassion among all the women who participate. 
Through these meetings, the women have been able to 
develop friendships and share stories, thus helping 
them overcome prior stereotypes.  

The women 
The religious backgrounds of the women include 
equal numbers of Jews and Muslims, with a few 
Christians, two Buddhists, two Baha’i, one Shinto, one 
goddess adherent, and several humanists who all 
come together as students, professionals, and retirees 
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to spread love and understanding. Sulaiman, a 
converted Muslim since 1990, is just one of the 
remarkable women who have joined the group in 
order to cultivate peace and love by building bonds 
and friendships. Leonard, a practicing Buddhist and 
member of TAO--The South Florida Center for Jewish 
Renewal in Fort Lauderdale says of her experiences 
with the other women, "I have learned that the 
Muslim people are gentle, kind and compassionate. I 
have learned so much from them."(7) Naheed Khan, a 
Muslim from Pakistan who owns a restaurant in Boca 
Raton where the women frequently meet, finds that 
"The end products of our meetings are beautiful 
relationships. We are all about unity and uniting for 
peace."(8) Sulaiman adds, "We talk, we get angry, we 
cry. We keep people safe, while letting them say their 
deepest concerns."(9)  

This cooperation and understanding is what has kept 
the Women's Group running month after month for 
the past four years. Florence Ross, a politically active 
professor in her mid-80s and founding member of 
JAM & All, clearly describes the importance of the 
group when she says, "We need to become friends. No 
one has to be a stranger... A small group can be 
powerful."(10) As the dialogues continue, the 
Women's Group looks ahead towards the future. Next 
year, in addition to their usual activities, the women 
plan to initiate co-ed JAM meetings, sponsor a 
multicultural music festival, and find more sites for 
speaking engagements. Leonard expresses the group's 
ultimate aim when she states, "We all hope and trust 
that the events we have sponsored and the 
experiences we have shared will ripple out among our 
acquaintances, our communities, and influence 
attitudes and policy in our state, our nation and the 
world."(11)  
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Date Center Founded 
Spring 2002 

Membership/Community Size 
20-40 women 
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