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Welcome to TAO’s first Women of Distinction! We are proud these four women are part of our 
community.  Each of our honorees has distinguished herself over her lifetime through varied 
acts of kindness, compassion and charity. I had the pleasure of conducting the interviews used 
in the video you will soon see. I could not help my sense of wonder and awe at the lives each 
has led and the spirit and wisdom they possess.

Renee Greene… Renee and Judaism have been inextricably tied, and her commitment 
to keep Judaism alive in our society is a stunning example of why she is being honored 
today...not to mention her immense and incalculable contribution to TAO! With an 
astonishing knowledge of temple administration, she makes us a stronger, more viable 
organization. �ere is not a single activity we offer that has not benefitted from Renee. 

Lisa Lachs… Lisa is a shining example of how one person can make a difference in the 
world. Her work with Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Broward affects countless children and 
all of Broward County. Lisa’s commitment to TAO has given us, among other things, the 
best temple administrator in the county (yes, she found Renee for us!), funding opportu-
nities and a reach into Broward we would never have without her.

Marcia Sweedler…After a career as a teacher and school administrator, Marcia found 
her calling first as a mediator and now as Interim Chair in the Department of Conflict  
Analysis and Resolution within the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Services 
at NSU. Her contribution to peace on the planet is vast and immeasurable as her many 
students go out in the world and practice what she teaches.
 
Ethelind Wiener…Compassion, grace, dignity and elegance are words that come to 
mind. Ethelind has long been a force of change and compassion through her career in 
fundraising; and with a finely-tuned social conscience, she has gone out of her way to be 
sensitive to people and the environment. She has been with TAO for many years and her 
indelible mark is left on this community from her generosity and her presence.

 
An event like this is a group effort. �anks to Jenae Rubin for her amazing invitations, 
marketing and artwork; Ana Cedano for her help; Bob Heaton for his audio/video expertise; 
Helen Skinner and the phone committee; Sandy King and Lowell Gannon for follow up 
calls; Jacci King and Vicki Orowitz for our fabulous boutique.  Hyatt catering was very 
generous in creating this lovely event. Our volunteer Office Manager, Dee Sacks, spent count-
less hours taking registrations, ads and making endless phone calls. And finally, a big shout to 
our Administrator, Renee. �is event simply would not have happened without her.

So enjoy the delicious luncheon, video and our special speaker, Rabbi Shoni Labowitz. 

B'Shalom,
Anne Goldberg, TAO president

WelcomeWelcome
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2 Nights at
Weston Bonaventure Hyatt 

 

PLUS
2 massages and spa facility usage 

PLUS
Champagne/Wine Gift basket 

PLUS
Dinner for Two

PLUS
Raffle awarded today!

Tickets
1 Chance - $ 18
5 Chances - $ 36 

Best chances, Biggest mitzva!
36 Chances - $54 

See Jenae for Tickets

Fabulous RaffleFabulous Raffle

WinWin
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HonoreeHonoree: Renee J. Greene

Renee was born in Charleston, South Carolina – a place that she 
still considers her home (even though she has resided in Florida 
for over 30 years.)  She was the younger of 2 siblings and 3 older 
cousins who all lived together in one home.  Her parents Sylvia

and George Greene raised her along with her grandmother, beloved Nanny, Sarah 
Ginsberg. Her mother was a registered nurse and health nurse at a Catholic hospital, St. 
Francis and a woman with a career –well ahead of her time.  Her father was in the 
women’s clothing business and traveled on the road throughout South Carolina, North 
Carolina and Georgia.  Renee attended and graduated from Ashley Hall in 1973, an all-
girls small boarding and local school, who has many famous graduates including Barbara 
Bush and Kate Jackson. Even as a teenager, Renee was committed to Jewish education and 
organizations.  In addition to being Valedictorian of her Hebrew School Graduating class, 
Renee was Bat Mitzvahed and confirmed at Synagogue EmanuEl, a conservative 
synagogue.  Renee was very involved with B’nai B’rith Youth Organization and was 
president of her local chapter and was elected Southeast Regional President in her last year 
of High School. 
   
Renee graduated from University of Florida Honors Program (Gainesville, Florida ) in 
less than 3 years – in March of 1976.  She earned a Bachelors of Science in Broadcasting 
and Communication with a minor in Psychology.  While at college, Renee was involved 
with Hillel and also did some writing for the Jewish newspaper and broadcasting work.  
She then returned home to Charleston to have major back surgery and was confined to 
bed and a body cast for just under a year.  While in a body cast, she took a part time job 
doing public relations work at Synagogue Emanu-El. 

After removing the body cast, Renee did volunteer work at the Jewish Community Center 
and with B’nai B’rith Youth Organization.  �rough this work, she earned her first full-
time job in Jewish non-profit as the Youth Director at the Charleston JCC and also a 
part-time job as Dixie Council Director for B’nai B’rith Youth Organization.  Renee had 
achieved a life-long goal of giving back to the organizations that she had participated in 
as a youth.  At the same time, Renee began her pursuit of a Masters Degree at �e Citadel.  
When a promotion opened up, Renee grabbed it and relocated to Orlando, Florida as 
BBYO Assistant Regional Director for Florida.  While in Orlando, she also worked part-
time for the Jewish Newspaper – �e Heritage – and later took a job as the Youth Director 
at a conservative synagogue in Orlando.  In addition she spent one summer taking teens 
on a 6-week Jewish tour throughout the United States – USY on Wheels.

   

At that time an opportunity presented itself for Renee to interview and accept a position 
as the first female Hanegev Regional Director for United Synagogue Youth for eight 
Southern States headquartered in Miami.  Renee relocated to Ft. Lauderdale and for 5 
years worked with Jewish kids and volunteers throughout the south and ran a Leader-
ship Training Institute in the North Carolina mountains each year.

In 1986, Renee married Dr. Michael Fish, a psychologist in private practice in Planta-
tion, and Renee took a hiatus from her Jewish non-profit career.  Renee and Michael 
had two children: in 1987, Brandon;  in 1989, Gilah.  During those years, Renee 
worked as the Recruiting Manager for Office Specialists Temporary Services and 
continued volunteer work with the school as Advisory Chair and Child Advocate, and 
Multiple Sclerosis Organization and Alzheimers Association.  She was president of the 
Temporary Help Association in Florida. In her spare time, she completed a Masters 
Degree in a joint psychology / human service administration, summa cum laude (with 
all A’s) from Nova University’s Friedt School of Business in 1989.   Renee returned to 
the Jewish Non-Profit field with a position with National Hadassah as the first field 
representative in Florida, developing programming and membership with local chapters.  
 
In 1991, Renee launched a marketing business servicing doctor’s practices and hospitals, 
primarily in the field of mental health.  Once the business was thriving, to pursue her 
love of cooking, she set up a part-time catering business – Chez Renee – that catered 
primarily to businesses and schools.  And of course, she continued her volunteer work 
with the schools, Hadassah and her synagogue – Beth Ahm Israel in Cooper City, where 
she served on the Education and Fundraising Committees and the Board of Directors as 
Education Chairman working with the Religious School and programming for children 
and families.  Renee also handles all the billing for her husband’s psychology practice.

Renee took a break to deal with the damages from Hurricane Wilma, while continuing 
her volunteer work with BAI.  In 2006, Renee accepted a position as Adminstrative 
Director with TAO growing programming, fundraising and membership.  Part-time, 
she worked with Cartridges for Kids, a company dedicated to greening America.  

Renee is dedicated to her husband, children, parents and extended family of cousins.  
She is passionate about cooking and loves sharing that talent.  She credits her mother 
and father with planting in her love of family and Judaism and with being a confident, 
capable woman who can do whatever she sets her mind to.  She continues to support 
several Jewish non-profits and is dedicated to the perpetuation of Judaism for genera-
tions to come.  She also works with organizations to green the earth and feed the 
hungry.  She feels at home with TAO because of the leadership and friendship of Rabbis 
Shoni, Phillip and Rabbi Marc Labowitz.  She believes in their honesty and their living 
the spiritual life that they encourage others to participate in.  Also, she feels at home 
because of the warmth and spirit of all of the members of the TAO congregation.  
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HonoreeHonoree: Lisa Lachs

Lisa’s story begins in New Jersey. �e youngest of three children 
born to Harriet and Milton Goldstein, she grew up in West 
Orange New Jersey where she attended Mountain High School, 
in a neighborhood and community where she lived until 1974.

Chapter Two: 
Lisa graduates from Rutgers College in New Brunswick, New Jersey – she earned her 
Degree in Business Administration. She was a part of the second graduating class of 
women at Rutgers College.

It’s not every woman who can claim that while she was completing her degree in Business 
she was a vital part of the sporting legend at Rutgers - Lisa was the University’s mascot 
“�e Scarlet Knight” from 1974 to 1977. She represented Rutgers as the Scarlet Knight 
at Madison Square Gardens and the Meadowlands during the 1976 season during the 
NCAA Basketball final four inside full knights helmet and armor.

Chapter �ree: 
Lisa started her family when she married Harold Lachs 1979 and had two wonderful 
children, Eric Michael and Amanda Michelle. 
 
Relocated to Fort Lauderdale, in 1991  - Went to work for Cruising Communities where 
she helped run this transportation company with owner Jacqueline Lorber. In 1999 she 
began her professional career in social services with Big Brothers Big Sisters of Broward, 
where she is now the Chief Operations Officer. More than a career, Lisa has also served as 
a Big Sister, community volunteer; child advocate; ambassador and financial supporter of 
the organization for the past 10 years.
 
Chapter Four:
All great women have great female role models, in Lisa’s case it started with the life lessons, 
love, laughter and strength of her mother Harriet Paris. Along the way Lisa found her 
inner voice, personal strength and expression through other strong female role models 
who she now calls friends; through the spiritual work of the Women’s Group, through her 
mentors Rabbi Shoni Labowitz, Florence Ross, Cheyenne Chernov and others in her 
circle of magnificent friends.
 

 

So Lisa now begins her own legacy of service. Her work and belief in service and in the 
non-profit world has inspired both her children’s career in non-profit with son Eric 
working at ARC and daughter Amanda at Big Brothers Big Sisters.

Her acts of service range from volunteering to leadership. �e organizations that she is 
associated with and supported include but are not limited to:

American Cancer Society 
•  Chairperson Auction Committee Cattle Baron’s Ball - 2009
•   Co-Chair Auction Committee Cattle Baron’s Ball - 2010

Arthritis Foundation Walk
•  Financial Supporter

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Broward 
•  Chairperson – Operations Déjà vu Ball – 2004-2009
•   Big Sister – Mentor – 2003 - 2006

 United Way of Broward 
•  Co-Chair Auction Committee Annual Golf Tournament
•  Community Volunteer
•  Leadership Donor

Women’s Way Founding Member
•  Co-Chair Ambassadors Committee – Major’s Gala 2003-2006
•  Committee Member – Caddy Chic – Women’s Golf Day

Temple Adath Or 
•  Board Member 2004-2005 
•  Co-Chair Tribute to Dr. Florence Ross and Dr. Lisa Wiener 200
•  Spearheaded Search Committee for the current TAO Administrator

 
Lisa’s Formula for Life:
 
Re-Passion your Life to add Purpose and Meaning... 
Re-�ink your Options to add a Sense of Contribution...
Re-Connect with your Community to Enhance Self-Quality... 
Re-Assess your Values for Life Security... 
Re-Design your �inking for a positive Mind & Soul... 
Re-Equip your Career to include hands-on experience, service, learning and teaching... 
You are in control of our own Future... we are the Star of Our Own Life
Stand in your own light and let your light illuminate others!
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HonoreeHonoree: Marcia Sweedler, Ph.D.

Marcia Sweedler was born and raised in New York City. Her 
mother, Dorothy, was a bookkeeper, an avid reader, and cham-
pion crossword puzzle solver. Her father, Sidney, was a shoe 
salesman, buyer and manager. He loved the Dodgers, even when

the family lived in the Bronx, which caused no end of problems for younger brother, Joel, 
and his Dodger cap in Yankee territory. 

�e extended family was very strong. Marcia would walk to her grandmother’s house 
most days. Weekends were spent with lots of aunts, uncles and cousins. Marcia remem-
bers listening to Danny Kaye and Sophie Tucker recordings and reading Kipling sitting 
on the velvet sofa at Grandma’s house. 

Marcia’s family moved to Connecticut for two years when she was 12 – a real eye opener 
for a New York City girl.  When they returned to New York, Marcia went to Erasmus Hall 
High School and then Brooklyn College, majoring in elementary education with a minor 
in literature.  Marcia taught in Brooklyn in the Brownsville section.

Marcia married and had two children, Ian and Elizabeth. �e family lived in Queens and 
Marcia returned to teaching. She also earned her Masters’ Degree. 

�ey relocated to Northern Virginia, in a suburb of Washington, D.C.  Marcia taught in 
Fairfax County, Virginia and returned to school, earning a Ph.D. in Education Policy, 
Planning and Administration from the University of Maryland. 

Marcia  served as principal in Fairfax County for 18 years during which time she 
produced a television series for the school system cable channel.

As a result of her own divorce mediation, Marcia became interested in and brought 
mediation and conflict resolution to the school system 23 years ago.  A few years later, 
Marcia became the Director a the new office the school board established for conflict 
resolution and mediation services. 

Marcia worked closely with George Mason University, taking post-doctoral courses there 
and serving on the Advisory Board of the GMU Institute for Conflict Analysis and 
Resolution. 

After Marcia retired from the school system, she become a professor at Nova Southeastern 
University in the Department of Conflict Analysis and Mediation, where she teaches 
classes for MS and Ph.D. students from all over the world.  

Marcia was selected by the Graduate School of Humanities and Social Sciences twice as 
Professor of the Year, and was a finalist twice for NSU Professor of the Year.  Marcia has 
served as Director of the Masters’ Program and Interim Chair of the Department.  But 
she is happiest with her students, teaching classes and chairing dissertation committees. 
She also consults and facilitates mediation and training.

In addition to producing several dissertations and authoring many publications and 
training materials, Marcia produced videos relating to student mediation and parenting.  

Marcia received many notable honors for her ongoing professional work: 
•  1988 - Finalist for the FCPS Principal of the Year;
•  1994 - Recipient of the first annual “In recognition of outstanding contribution to 

advancement of conflict resolution from SPIDR, Washington, D.C. Chapter
•  1995-1996 - Advisory Board for GMU Institute for Conflict Analysis & Resolution
•  2008 - Finalist as Professor of the Year at Nova Southeastern University
•  2009 - SHSS Nominee for Professor of the Year

Marcia is highly regarded for conference presentations including:
•  Speaking of Women’s Health, conference hosted by Channel 2-PBS (2006)
•  Women in Management, FCPS Leadership Conference (1987)
•  �e Healing Process for Men Abused as Children by Catholic Priests, Association 
   for Conflict Analysis and Resolution (2007)

Marcia  is an active member of TAO, and very involved in TAO’s Women’s Spirituality 
Group. She is also a board member of CAJE,  the Central Agency for Jewish Education, 
and an avid learner in the Melton Program in CAJE.  Traveling, a major interest, has led 
Marcia through Europe, Asia, Central and South America and Israel. Marcia continues 
her important work at Nova University and the community at large.
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HonoreeHonoree: Ethelind Wiener

Ethelind was born in Coney Island, N.Y. not far from her four 
grandparents.  Her mother was one of nine, most of whom were 
born in Hungary.  Her mother's family owned a Delicatessen and 
everyone worked there.  Her father’s parents came from Russia.

At P.S. 188 and Mark Twain Jr. High, Ethelind skipped grades and was always on the 
honor role.  She was G.O. Councilmen, Secretary for the Math Office, the first female 
Secretary to the Varsity Basketball Team, and member of the Philosophy Club.

When Ethelind transferred to the University of Texas to be with her fiancé, it was her first 
time away from a Jewish environment.  She lived in a Methodist Dormitory where some 
of her room mates were amazed to find out she did not have horns!   

Shortly after starting as a Purchasing Agent for JFD Manufacture, her first son, Peter, was 
born. Within a year the marriage ended, and she moved into her parent’s home and 
returned to school at night for a Masters in Education. 

She and her second husband, a widower with two daughters, ages ten and eight moved to 
Neponsit, N.Y.  As the mother of this blended family, two years later, she gave birth to a 
second son, Bruce.   �ere, Ethelind became active in Jewish Communal life: President of 
the Junior League of the Brooklyn School for Special Children, President of the 
President’s Council of Rockaway Park, and President of the Robert Gordis Day School.  
For several years she researched and was credited for her work assisting Psychiatrist Dr. 
Lawrence Hatterer in his publication on Homosexuality. 

After 17 years the marriage ended, and once again Ethelind needed to support herself.  
�is time she chose a Certification Degree in Fund Raising at Adelphi University.  As an 
honor graduate, she was offered a position with the March of Dimes.  In the second year 
of this new vocation, she was recruited by the Anti-Defamation League of Bnai Brith as 
Director of the Women's Division.  �en she was elected by her peers to represent them 
on the Professional Staff Association.  Eventually she became presided over this group.  
She also served as Treasurer of the New York Chapter of the National Society of Fundrais-
ing Executives.

 

Ethelind moved to Manhattan and fully enjoyed the arts, theatre and other enrichments 
of this great city.  In the midst of the excitement, she met a new man, Rene, from Holland 
with whom she shared city life.  Now, her daughters were married, and her sons were 
working and living on their own in NYC.  She was able to travel throughout the United 
States and many countries in Europe, meeting Rene’s family in Amsterdam.

ADL offered her an opportunity to transfer to South Florida which Ethelind & Rene 
accepted.  

As Director of Development in Broward and South Palm Beach, she opened a new office 
downtown Fort Lauderdale where the staff grew from two to ten.  She mentored and 
trained her fundraising staff and developed new fundraising opportunities securing six 
figure donations. 

She remained active in the National Society of Fund Raising Executives as President of 
the Broward Chapter.  She was honored in 1999 as the Fundraising Executive of the Year 
at National Philanthropy Day, an event attended by more than 700.  

After 23 years, Ethelind retired from ADL, and finds her schedule more fulfilling and 
busier than when she worked.  Back to school again,she is a student of Judaism at the 
Florence Melton Adult Mini School, a Project of the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.  
Her post graduate curriculum included two on-site seminars in Israel.

She takes courses at FAU in Art, Politics, Music, History, �eatre, etc., participates in 
three Book Clubs, two Salons and TAO’s Women’s Spirituality Group.  She accomplishes 
this while travelling to China, Tibet, India, Morocco, South Africa, Botswana, Japan, 
Senegal, Mali, �e Gambia, Timbuktu, Nambia, Peru, Bolivia, Romania, Hungary, 
Holland,  France, England with Vietnam, Cambodia and �ailand coming up in March.  
A newly discovered talent is photography, being cultivated as a protégée of Elyn Zerfas.

Ethelind’s extended family is her TAO friends.  TAO is her spiritual home and is where 
she learned to reach the deepest part of herself.  Rabbi Shoni, thru her teachings, Torah 
class, Salons, opened her to her Jewish heritage as a guide to living a meaningful life.

Together with Rene, Ethelind explores foreign films, theatre, the opera, ballet, and 
symphonic concerts.   New York City is still draws them back with its energy and culture.  
If time permits she enjoys making dinner parties, especially for two.  LIFE IS GOOD!
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Congratulations! What a beautiful trbute and so well deserved!  
Miriam Perlroth

Mazel Tov Renee.  
Your Family, Marcie, David, Allan, Rachel & Sammy

Marcia, Congratulations and Much Love!  
Harriet & the other Marcia

Renee, I am proud to share this wonderful occasion with you. 
Your lifelong friend, Lori & Lenny Samuels

You go, girls!
Rebekah Foley, Levitt-Weinstein

Shoni, How can I ever forget you?  Mazel tov!
Love, Shirley Bakun-Ullman

Renee, You have always been a paragon of virtue. I salute you. 
Love, Edmund Spiro

Congratulations!  You are truly Women of Distinction! 
Jay Wertheim

Congratulations, Renee.  We're proud of you, cousin. 
Betty & Harvey Yaschik

TributesTributes
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Welcome to TAO
�e South Florida Center for Jewish Renewal

TAO was founded in 1986, as a spiritual springboard for Jews and 
others in South Florida who feel unfulfilled with mainstream 
congregations.  Many who  discover our lively Friday night services and 
loving community tell us they have finally “come home.”

We welcome people at all life’s stages, beliefs and faiths. Rooted in 
Torah, Kaballah and other traditional Jewish sources, we bring joy back 
into Judaism through dancing, drumming, chanting and other 
spiritually-elevating activities, like meditation, which are rarely 
practiced today, and are part of Judaism since ancient times.  

Geography is not destiny.  Congregants drive from South Miami and 
Palm Beach for our uplifting services.  Find your home with us.  TAO 
offers many open-hearted programs:

Wisdom classes.  Torah & Kabbalah classes offer  personal growth and 
spiritual awakening. No Judaic knowledge is required. �rough 
interpretive Torah readings, Rabbi Marc inspires us to enhance and add 
meaning to our lives. Women’s & Men’s Spirituality Groups’ sacred 
space empowers you through meditation, ritual, healing  breath work, 
movement, sharing, deep listening and experiential learning.

Havdallah Service & Social Evenings  escort the Sabbath Bride and 
create a space for the Shabbos energy to move into your week.

Join our family!

10200 West S.R. 84, Suite 218 • Davie
954-888-1408 • Fax: 954-888-1407
Rabbi Marc Labowitz • Rabbi Phillip Labowitz
Founder: Rabbi Shoni Labowitz
Administrative Director: Renee J. Greene
Office Manager: Dee Sacks
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What is 
Jewish Renewal?
Jewish Renewal is non-
denominational Judaism that 
emphasizes direct spiritual 
experience and mystical, kabbal-
istic  teachings.  Jewish renewal 
carries forward Judaism's 
perpetual process of renewal. 
Renewal honors the important 
and unique role of each denomi-
nation and does not seek to 
become a denomination.    

While we seek to restore the 
spiritual vitality characteristics of 
the Hasidic movement of pre-
war Europe, we believe Judaism 
is an evolving religious civiliza-
tion.  �is differentiates us from 
the Baal Tshuvah movement, 
which is Restorationist Judaism.
 
Jewish renewal brings creativity, 
relevance, joy and an all embrac-
ing awareness to spiritual 
practice, as a path to healing our 
hearts and finding balance and 
wholeness - tikkun halev. 

Jewish renewal helps to heal the 
world by promoting justice, 
freedom, responsibility, caring 
for all life and the earth that 
sustains all life - tikkun olam.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Yes, You can start at any time.
 
No, You don't have to attend 
all classes. 

Yes, You can bring a friend. 

No, You don't have to be a 
member. 

No, You don't have to have 
previous Judaic knowledge. 

Yes, All are welcome. 

Yes, �ere are some hotties 
there (for you single people). 

Yes, You should not miss these 
great teachings. 

$10 Donation at class or 
online prior to class 

Date & Time
Tuesdays 7:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Location & Directions
David Posnack JCC
5850 S. Pine Island Road
Davie, Florida 33328 

Main building
Holocaust Learning Center

Join Us at 
Wisdom Classes
A Spiritual Awakening

Are you ready for a spiritual 
awakening? Are you seeking 
personal growth? �rough 
interpretive readings of Torah, 
Kabbalah and other spiritual 
insights, we learn to enhance 
and add meaning to our lives. 
No Judaic knowledge is 
required. 

In wisdom classes, Rabbi Marc 
helps expand your intellectual 
and emotional horizons so you 
connect to God in a spiritual 
way and learn to Love your self 
and expand yourself to your 
highest spiritual potential. 

Join us in our unique, fluid 
and valuable series of wisdom 
classes. Share the excitement as 
you truly become wiser by 
expanding your horizons. 

• Wisdom class is a
harmony of Depth, 
Insight and Humor. 

• Get answers to questions
you have been wanting 
to ask. 

• Leave inspired, purpose-
ful and light.



Honored Sponsor
Nola Firestone

Proceeds Benefit
TAO
The South Florida Center for Jewish Renewal
a 501c3 non-profit corporation

10200 W. State Road 84 #218 • Davie, FL 33324
954-888-1408 • Fax: 954-888-1407
www.TAOcenter.net • TAOadmin@TAOcenter.net

Rabbis
Rabbi Marc Labowitz • Rabbi Phillip Labowitz
Founder: Rabbi Shoni Labowitz

Staff  & Board
Administrative Director: Renee J. Greene
Office Manager: Dee Sacks

President: Anne Goldberg
Treasurer: Sandy King, CPA
Membership: Bob Heaton
Marketing & Keepsake Publisher: Jenae Rubin, Sales Powerhouse
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